
OTE News
August 14, 2022

Dear families,
 
This newsletter will continue last week's information, providing you with additional details necessary to
start your child's school year.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to seeing you soon,
families! 
 
Melissa Hansen
Prinicipal
 
Erica McDonald
Assistant Principal
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FYI and Save-the-Date
This school year's arrival and dismissal will slightly change due to the
district-wide change in elementary's start time. Students may arrive
no sooner than 8:25 AM, with a school start time of 8:40 AM. We will
start dismissing car riders at 3:30 PM and walkers at 3:35 PM.
 

Monday, August 15: Sneak-a-Peek (5:00 PM-6:00 PM)
Wednesday, August 17: First Day of School for Grades 1-5;
Kindergarten Orientation (see below for details)
Thursday, August 18: First Full Day for Kindergarten
Thursday, August 25: Back-to-School Night (see below for
details)

Canvas
Do you need a refresher on Canvas (our learning management
system for grades K-12), or are you looking to set up a new
account? We’ve got you covered! Check out how to access or set up
your Canvas Observer account as a parent, or review this Canvas
Parent/Guardian Orientation. Remember, Canvas courses won’t
appear until teachers publish them after the school year has started.

https://s.smore.com/u/a911/d9805067213e92c9dec6941a4135810b.jpeg
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Free OTE T-Shirt
Click here to sign up for your child's free OTE T-shirt. Students will wear this t-shirt on school �eld trips.

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures (Car tag can't be issued until
you've completed this.)
Parents,
 
We are piloting a new dismissal system this year. Please assist us with the setup of the system by
�lling out this form regarding how your child is regularly dismissed from school each day. (For
example, Annie usually rides the bus M-F, or Jaime is a Car Rider on MTW and goes to YCare on
Thursday and Friday.)

Submit one form for each student (If you have 2 students at our school, you will submit the form
2x’s)
Only ONE parent needs to �ll out this form
Submit information by 8/11/22
Click here to complete the form.

 
Arrival Procedures: 
 

1. Our school doors open at 8:25 AM. Children should not arrive prior to 8:25 AM.
2. School begins at 8:40 AM. After 8:40 AM, students are considered tardy. A parent or guardian

must come to the school's front entrance with their photo id to have their child signed in if they
arrive at school later than 8:40 AM.

3. The crosswalk will be closed starting at 8:25 AM. If your student needs extra assistance please
park in the parking lot closest to the playground. Do not park in the main parking lot.

4. Students should remain buckled in their seats until the vehicle stops in the tra�c loop.
5. Cell phones should not be used while in the tra�c loop.
�. Vehicles in the tra�c loop will have the right of way and will be given priority over families walking

or going to the parking lot.

https://forms.gle/DCP2gtYVZrJphvXw6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePncuQd00oK_aIcMVHC5wPj9uHSqj7i9FR9c-OeCcMbMVSnQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Birthday Policy
Due to the growing number of food allergies and medical needs of
students, OTE has a non-edible treat policy. Students may bring non-
edible birthday treats (e.g., pencils, stickers, etc.) per arrangement with
the classroom teacher. Remember that a birthday celebration should not
take away from instructional time.
 
Birthday Invitations: We ask that students not distribute invitations to private birthday parties at
school unless every class member receives an invitation.

 
Dismissal Procedures:

1. Dismissal begins at 3:30 PM. Our goal is to complete dismissal by 4 PM.
2. Students who walk home will exit the building through the exit doors on the North side of the

building.
3. Students who walk home cannot stay on the OTE campus. Y-Care utilizes the building and

playground after school M-F.

Attendance Procedures
If your child is going to miss school, please call the Overland Trail Elementary attendance line at 913-
239-7005 or email the attendance line at attendanceOTE@bluevalleyk12.org.
 

https://s.smore.com/u/14aa/227abef3950912f9e724fbc6a5fd2942.jpeg
mailto:attendanceOTE@bluevalleyk12.org


Please include your child's name (�rst/last), grade level, classroom teacher, and reason for the
absence. If leaving a message, please make sure you speak slowly and clearly. It is always helpful to
repeat the information as well. The Blue Valley School District has amended the district's attendance
policy (Board Policy 3200). Students will be permitted seven excused absences during the school year
for family emergencies, vacations, and personal business. Send a note to the teacher and the o�ce if
your child is on vacation. Separate letters should be written for each child.
 
Attendance Reporting and Noti�cations
Families can expect automated attendance messages by email and text if a child is absent and their
absence has not already been reported by a parent/guardian. It is the responsibility of the
parent/guardian to report an absence or reply to the automated emaiemailphone message.
What is the purpose of attendance noti�cations?
We realize that students may occasionally need to miss school for planned absences, illnesses, and
appointments. However, when a student does not arrive at school or unexpectedly misses a portion of
the school day, we are concerned and want to ensure you are aware that your child is absent.
How can I get push noti�cations?
Families who would also like a push noti�cation can download the ParentVUE app and manage their
noti�cations. If a child has an unreported absence when a teacher submits attendance, a push
noti�cation will immediately be sent to the parent/guardian's mobile device.
Are you interested in push noti�cations? Download the ParentVUE app (iTunes app store or Google
Play), enable push noti�cations in device settings, and select attendance noti�cations through in-app
settings. Once the app is downloaded, these instructions will help you complete the setup.

Back to School Events: Building Visitors
and School Safety
We are so excited to see all of our school community back on
campus soon. Back to School events are just around the corner, and
we would like to share our plans for welcoming everyone back and
keeping everyone safe.
 
Sneak-a-Peek: Monday, August 15
Sneak-a-Peek will take place on Monday, August 15. This event is
where you will have the opportunity to walk your child into the
school, see their classroom, meet teachers, drop of school supplies,
take pictures, and see their new learning space. Sneak-a-Peek is not
a required event, but it will be an excellent opportunity for adults to
enter the building with their children.
 
First Day of School (Grades 1-5): Wednesday, August 17
As nothing is more important than the safety of our students and
staff, on the �rst day of school, Wednesday, August 17, all
elementary schools in Blue Valley will follow our routine safety
procedures at arrival time. Therefore, students will enter the building
at the designated time of entry. Feel free to come to campus and
plan a goodbye, hug, and �rst-day photo with your child on our front
lawn before wishing them well on their �rst day. Thank you for
understanding the importance of controlled access during arrival.
 
Kindergarten Orientation: Wednesday, August 17

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.FreeLance.ParentVUE&hl=en_US
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1axq7d0Y_FaUVRfQmNhayc6TMeMfHftQZ/view?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/dbfa/d8efa8270048ac291cdc68cf0f74af06.jpeg


Kindergarten families have received email communication about
orientation. Our Kindergarten staff is prepared to invite our
incoming students in with their parents for a session to explore their
new surroundings, meet new friends, and, hopefully, calm any fears
or anxieties. The parents will have an opportunity to ask questions
and take pictures.
 
General Reminder for Visitors During the School Day
We want to share a general reminder that all elementary schools in
the district utilize the buzz-in entry system for visitors during the
school day. Visitors will need to come to the front of the school. At
the front entrance, visitors will press the buzzer, show government-
issued photo identi�cation, and state the purpose of their visit each
time they visit the school. We ask that guests not hold the door open
for another visitor once they have been buzzed in. Instead, allow the
door to close for visitors to go through the procedures. We
appreciate the support of our safety procedures.

Classroom Teacher Assignment for Kindergarten and Grades
1-5
Monday, August 15, 2022
 
Grades 1-5: You can log onto ParentVue at 4:00 PM to view your child's classroom assignment.
Additionally, teachers will send a welcome email at 4:00 PM on this date welcoming your child into their
new learning home.
 
Kindergarten: As class lists go live in ParentVue at 4:00 PM on August 15, Kindergarten families will
see their student in a class under a speci�c teacher in ParentVue. However, Kindergarten students will
not be placed in a class for the �rst �ve days this year. For attendance purposes, they will be listed
under a teacher in ParentVue. At the end of the �fth day, students and parents will learn about their
homeroom. Parents will have the opportunity to meet their child's teacher at Back To School Night on
Thursday, August 25th.

Sneak-a-Peek: Monday, August 15, 2022
(5:00 PM-6:00 PM)
Sneak-a-Peek is an annual event held at Overland Trail Elementary
that enables your child to come into OTE, tour classrooms, meet
teachers and drop off school supplies before the school year begins.

First Day of School and Kindergarten
Orientation
Wednesday, August 17, 2022
 
First Day of School for Grades 1-5; 8:40 AM-3:40 PM

https://s.smore.com/u/fe67/6828e04eb6c6c35c48e6095b01f673d0.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/f9d8/e549eed795bf2bc3b40fba1a895749fd.png


Kindergarten Orientation
 

Session 1 (9:00 AM-10:00 AM): Last names A-F
Session 2 (10:30 AM-11:30 AM): Last names G-O
Session 3 (1:00 PM-2:00 PM): Last names P-Z

 
Thursday, August 18, 2022
 
First Day of School for Kindergarten

Back-to-School Night: Thursday, August 25, 2022
Back-to-School Night is a parent-only event that will take place from 6:00 PM-7:30 PM. This night will
consist of guardians attending their child or children's classroom to learn about your child's teacher
and what to expect for the school year.
 
Teachers will present in two sessions to accommodate families with multiple students. You may
attend the session that works best for you.
 
Session 1: 6:00 PM-6:40 PM
Session 2: 6:50 PM-7:30 PM

Communication
OTE News: The OTE News is our weekly parent/guardian
communication from me. These newsletters tend to be packed with
information that will enable you to stay updated and included in our
school's events and activities. This newsletter will also include
communication from our Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO).
Please be sure to read each newsletter entirely and let us know if you
have any questions.
 
Attendance
 

Email: attendanceote@bluevalleyk12.org
Phone: (913) 239-7005

 
School O�ce:
 

Email: oteos@bluevalleyk12.org
Phone: (913) 239-7000

Durham Bus Service
If you wish for your child to be a bus rider, please visit the bus
website to sign them up:
Durham Bus Services. You can also sign up for text message alerts
for your student's bus.

mailto:attendanceote@bluevalleyk12.org
mailto:oteos@bluevalleyk12.org
https://s.smore.com/u/c007/3190f38ec2a22b774165ffc498a284dd.png
https://www.durhamschoolservices.com/blue-valley/
https://s.smore.com/u/199b/a4d3351f3b26841c61cb3efa6493a9bb.jpeg


Y-Care (YMCA)
Y-Care is before and after school care offered by the YMCA at Overland Trail Elementary. It is a
separate entity from the school district. It is available starting at 7:00 AM, and the latest pick-up is 6:00
PM. You must sign up and register before school starts. You can sign up here.

OTE Cafeteria
The lunch menus can be found online here. You can also easily
download the Nutrislice app to access daily/weekly menus.
 
We will be excited to welcome visitors to our lunchroom again this
year, starting after Labor Day, Wednesday, September 7. We will
practice cafè routines and procedures for the �rst couple of weeks.
As a reminder, we ask that you and your child enjoy your lunch at the
table designated for students and their visitor(s).

PTO News
PTO NEWS:

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OverlandTrailPTO
Join OTE's PTO: https://otepto.membershiptoolkit.com/

 
Welcome back, Cougar families! 
 
We hope that everyone had a great summer! We are excited for another school year �lled with fun
events and ways to support our students and teachers!  
 
Here are ways to get involved and support OTE: 
 

See the full-year PTO calendar on the MTK website. This is where you can sign up for events,
update the directory, and more. Click HERE to go to the MTK website.
Join the PTO: $30 goes back to OTE, makes you a PTO member, and gives you access to the
student directory! Click HERE to join.
Update your student's information in the directory so friends can �nd them. You do not have to
be a PTO member to update your information. Anyone can update information; however, only
PTO members can access the directory. Click HERE to update directory information.
Follow us on social media:

Facebook @OverlandTrailPTO
Twitter @OTECougarsPTO

 
SAVE THE FOLLOWING DATES: 
 
* Restaurant Night at Mr. Goodcents (6760 W. 135th Street). Tuesday, August 23rd (3-8 PM) - Use
code OTE
* Back-To-School Night Parent Social: Thursday, August 25th (7-9 PM) at Rock & Brews (5701 W.
135th Street): Please join us at Rock & Brews to help PTO kick off the school year, catch up with old
friends and hopefully meet some new ones!

https://kansascityymca.org/programs/before-and-after-school/y-club-locations/blue-valley
https://bluevalleyk12.nutrislice.com/menus-eula
https://s.smore.com/u/3a47/7fdd04c3f96e8632f2cf07d22dc6d884.png
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District Calendar (2022-2023)District Calendar (2022-2023)

Kindergarten TidbitsKindergarten Tidbits

Please review the attached newsletter for information missed at Kindergarten Roundup in addition
to what to look forward to as we begin a new school year at Overland Trail Elementary.

Overland Trail Elementary's HomepageOverland Trail Elementary's Homepage

Parent/Guardian HandbookParent/Guardian Handbook

Nut Safe Approved List
Blue Valley (BV) School’s Nut Safer Guidelines for daily snacks will be implemented throughout the
school year.
 

Cl k t b f th N t S f li t

* Skate Party: Friday, August 26th (5-7 PM) at Skate City (10440 Mastin Street)
* PTO Fall Carnival: Friday, September 16th (5:30-8 PM)
 
NEW SPIRIT WEAR!
 
PTO is working with Blue Valley North High School students to get our spirit wear! Click HERE to
purchase your spirit wear, support OTE, and support BVN students who are running the online store!

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/4910/OTE%20SUPPLY%20LIST%202022-2023.pdf
https://www.smore.com/app/reporting/button/n8zey?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bluevalleyk12.org%2Fcms%2Flib%2Fks02212623%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F8%2F2022-23%2520BOE%2520Approved_2.14.2022%2520ally.pdf&t=District%20Calendar%202022-2023&w=w-7146668540&i=&l=
https://www.smore.com/g1374
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/ote
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/35083
https://otespiritwear.square.site/


· Nut Safer seating is available in the café during lunch.
 
The complete Nut Safer foods and BV Guidelines can be found here.

@OTEHansen

Melissa Hansen, Principal

MHansen01@bluevalleyk12.org (913) 239-7015

bluevalleyk12.org/ote

@OTEMcDonald

Erica McDonald, Assistant Principal

ECMcDonald@bluevalleyk12.org (913) 239-7021

bluevalleyk12.org/ote
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Jenn Arnold-Coleman, Nurse

JAArnoldColeman@bluevalleyk… (913) 239-7013

bluevalleyk12.org/ote

@OTECougars

Office Staff

Robin Warren, Administration Assistant/Bookkeeper
Yolonda Merritt, Registrar
Debby Alexander, Attendance

oteos@bluevalleyk12.org (913) 239-7000

bluevalleyk12.org/ote
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